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From the East
Brethren all,

It's hard to imagine that we have come to the end of 2014 already and the halfway point for my year as Worshipful Master! When I look back, I am first of all grateful for those great masters who served in the past and especially those who have served most recently and it humbles me . Why mostly this latest group of Masters you might ask? Because each of them brought their own unique and necessary skills and personalities to the lodge and formed it into the outstanding fraternity that we all enjoy today. I can't tell you what a pleasure it is to serve this lodge of outstanding brothers. No, we aren't perfect, we don't always see eye to eye but we have mastered the art of brotherly love and mutual respect. We are improving the lodge both outwardly and operationally. Kind words and support is what I hear both publicly and privately and new members have a healthy and nurturing environment in which to grow and learn the craft as well. Our reputation for our lodge has even reached Grand Lodge and this is a result of each and every one of you. We are the sum of all our parts.

Recently an edict was read from the Most Worshipful Grand Master, Sam Roberts "forcefully recommending" that each of us do our best and live up to our obligations. Obviously, that has not been found to be the case in a small minority of cases around the state. It is sometimes necessary to remedy these issues in a manner not hoped for but necessary for the good of the order. 

I think the important thing to remember when musing on an edict such as this is your charge at the end of each meeting. It reminds and guides us as we step back out into a world of concerns and employments.  We are not perfect men, we will make the occasional error and stumble and we will need the support of our brothers "in the most friendly manner" and as importantly,  we will need our brothers to "aid in our reformation" and  "defend our character".

This edict, I believes speaks to  deeper issues in which  habitually bad behavior and deliberate defrauding and wronging a brother or the fraternity came to light and in those few circumstance it becomes necessary to take additional steps whether temporary or permanent.

I am reminded of the Master Jesus, who described a similar situation in the parable of the fig tree. He said as the farmer cared for the fig tree in the first year he fertilized it and watered it and waited for it to produce fruit but nothing happened. The second year, he did the same but again there was no fruit.  On the third year, once again the fig tree refused to produce fruit and it was only after long suffering that it was plucked from the ground and thrown on the fire. Long suffering , patience, tolerance, understanding are all part of our education here.

As brothers there are those with little of those attributes and those with too much finding balance in that illusive center pillar called wisdom can be difficult but it is one of masons marks of a perfect stone. Let us remember this when judging our brothers whether too harshly or too lightly. We are in this together and above all other commands we are to love one another.

As the Christmas season comes upon us, we may also reflect on the great compassion that God felt for a failing mankind by sending his avatar to the earth as an example and savior. In the Christmas Story,  we see the great compassion that God has for his creation and desire that we are both successful and happy. May your season of giving and reflection be a reminder of God's unmerited favor on your life. May you and your family be blessed and may you be also  be an instrument of giving. There is no greater honor than being God's eyes, ears, mouth, and hands. "Make me an instrument of thy peace" St. Francis wrote. So mote it be.
Most Fraternally,

WM John

From the Secretary:
As you celebrate the holidays with friends and family and look forward to the beginning of a new year, you might think about the possible connections between Christmas and the circumpunct. As all Freemasons know, our Lodges are dedicated to the Holy Saints John. St. John the Evangelist’s feast day is December 27th, which traditionally ushers in the winter season. In the past, the Feast of the Evangelist was an important date in Masonic Lodges and Brothers would gather to celebrate it. Only a few Lodges continue this practice. 
The Roman Emperor Aurelion started a festival called Dies Natalis Solis Invicti, which  means "the birthday of the Unconquered Sun". This festival celebrated the sun god and was held on the winter solstice, December 25th. 

As we all know, over the years and centuries, this date has become a celebration of the birth of Christ. 
So, as we celebrate the holidays, think about the this date and its connections, the coming of the Light from the Victorious Sun and also the coming of the Light in the form of the Son of God. As Masons, we are free to celebrate either, or both, with equal fervor.

Happy Holidays!
Fraternally,

WB Larry Smith, Secretary
Upcoming Activities:

Master’s, Warden’s and Secretary’s Club Meeting, Friday, November 19th, dinner at 6:30 PM, Meeting at 7:30 PM
Mall Cart Service, 12:00 PM to 8:00 PM, December 13, 14, 20 and 21. Contact Brother Gary Key or VWB Gene Spaulding to volunteer to drive.
Job’s Daughters, Bethel #46 of Kennewick, Installation of Officers, Sunday, December 14th, 11:00 AM
Special events at our and other Lodges and Concordant  bodies:



Masonic Lunch 3rd Thursday each month, 11:30 Old Country Buffet, Kennewick



Masonic Breakfast 1st Friday each month 8:00 AM Country Gentleman, Kennewick

Temple Board Meeting 1st Wed each month at 6:30. All are encouraged to attend.
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District 23 Lodges

Euclid Lodge #125


1229 Bennett Ave, Prosser



2nd & 4th Thursday, 7:00 PM 


(509) 786-4010

Sunnyside Lodge #138      
6th & Harrison, Sunnyside



4th Tuesday, 7:30 PM





(509) 839-0241
Pasco Lodge #173 


1811 West Sylvester, 
Pasco



1st & 3rd Tuesday, 7:30 PM



(509) 547-4506

Grandview Lodge #191

207 Ash Ave, Grandview




1st & 3rd Monday, 7:00 PM



(509) 882-6432
Benton Lodge #277


2nd & Alma, Benton City




1st & 3rd Thursdays, 7:00 PM


(509) 588-3358

Richland Lodge #283


412 Thayer Drive, Richland



1st & 3rd Monday, 7:30 PM



(509) 627-2918

Other Lodges in the Area
Pioneer Lodge #39


1811 West Sylvester, 
Pasco






2nd & 4th Saturday, 8:00 AM

(509) 547-4506
Tuscan Lodge #136


720  7th   Street, Umatilla OR





2nd Monday, 7:00 PM



(541) 922-5091

Hermiston Lodge #138       200 West Orchard Ave, Hermiston , OR


1st  &  3rd Tuesday, 8:00 PM

(541) 567-5857
Umatilla Lodge #40


20 South DuPont St, Echo, OR




2nd Tuesday, 7:00 PM



(541) 567-5930
Concordant Bodies

Valley of Kennewick, Scottish Rite




















2nd & 4th Tuesday, 7:30 PM
Alma Chapter #100, Order of Eastern Star



















1st Tuesday, 7:30 PM
Youth Groups
Tri-Cities Assembly #66, Rainbow for Girls
















1st & 3rd  Monday, 7:00 PM

Kennewick Bethel #46, Job’s Daughters

















2nd & 4th Monday, 7:00 PM

We are sending out the Trestleboard electronically!! Provide your email address so we may continue to communicate with you. Send it to: lodge153mail@yahoo.com.  Also, visit our website for events at the Lodge.  You will also be able to read the latest Trestleboard on our website: http://www.lodge153.org
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