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September 2014
Virtus Junxit, Mors Non Separabit
“Virtue has united and death shall not separate”, motto of the 14th Degree Scottish Rite

Many bonds hold the Masonic family together, the bond of community, the bond of fellowship, and the bond of fraternal love. Beyond all these bonds there is one special bond at the core of Freemasonry, from which all the others are derived. It is the bond that transcends race, creed, age, income, education and politics. It is the oath an aspirant takes at the altar of Freemasonry. Kneeling there in the darkened temple, his hand resting on the volume of sacred law the initiate speaks the words that will bond him to the Fraternity for all times. In that moment the weight of centuries of Masonic labor rests upon the shoulders of both the candidate and the Mason obligating him. These two men will share that moment, that connection, for all time, even beyond the horizon of death. I have the honor of sharing such a moment, as have many of you, with one of the greatest Masons I have ever met. Illustrious Brother Henry “George” Rieck. 
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Illustrious Brother. When you first hear it, it sounds pretentious as it falls awkwardly off the tongue, but meeting Brother George I realized there was no pretension at all in the kind, humble and generous soul sharing a cup of coffee with me after my initiation to the 14th degree. Husband, father, scientist, master gardener, scholar and leader his warm handshake and friendly smile claimed one title, brother. 

That said, when Brother George put on the mantle of obligator, initiator, and Master there was a palatable wholesome power that left you in awe. I have heard many brothers say, “ When Brother George obligates you, you know you have been obligated!” and I can vouch for the veracity of that claim! There is a strength to Brother George’s spirit that far exceeded his physical body. 

When I decided to write this piece I asked several prominent Masons in our Valley to write a few words about their experiences of Brother George.  The following are their submissions:
From WM John Lawson, Kennewick 153


Gina and I both worked at the Hanford Engineering and Development Laboratory where we both met George. We knew nothing about masonry but George had a kindness about him that we both appreciated. It wasn't until I joined the lodge much later that George walked into our lives again and our friendship instantly picked back up. I came home and exclaimed to Gina, " you will never guess who is a mason!" Honestly, it was at that moment we both knew that masonry was our home. If it was something George knew and loved then we knew it had to be good. His good character was all we needed to know.

From WM Luis Ojeda WM Richland 283
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George, as many other past Masters, was my installing Master at Richland just last December.  George was the Master of Richland Lodge in 1980 and he told me he made a life long commitment to make sure that Richland never was in need of a Master to install the future Masters.  Even at the age of 92 his ritual work was amazing and unwavering.  

He, and the joy of his life Giny, even gave of their time by keeping the rose garden beautiful at the Lodge.  Over the past 6 months, I had the honor and privilege to visit him at his home or hospital from here to Seattle to just sit and talk and laugh. Whenever I was questioned by the hospital staff, I would just say, "I'm his brother, can't you see the resemblance?"  He would agree and Giny, the person that never left his side, would laugh. 

It was a pleasure, as many of us, to call him their mentor, friend and brother. 


Richland Lodge lost a Master and Masonry lost a legend.

***
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From Illustrious Brother Ron Galpin, Valley of Kennewick

He walked the talk

I first met George in 1975 when I joined DeMolay and he was serving as an advisor. Throughout the rest of my life I have always respected and admired him for his caring and constant dedication to his fellowmen. A lot of people talk about how much they care and do, but George always showed how much he cared with his actions. Whether it was washing dishes, setting up tables, performing lodge audits or performing outstanding ritual, George was always there to do his part and some more. His devoted wife Giny was always by his side helping in countless ways throughout the many years that they served others. We were lucky to have had him for so many years and his example will live on for many years to come in the Tri-City Masonic Family.

***

George was our brother and we should be proud of that, and we should be compelled by that honor to emulate his example, to be the best men we can be.  Brother George now awaits us at the Altar of God, in a temple not made with hands, eternal in the Heavens.
Yours Fraternally,

W:. B:. Mike Priddy 320, Valley of Kennewick
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Illustrious Brother George Rieck, Jr.

August 30, 5922 – July 19, 6014 A:.L:. 
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Entered Apprentice 10-8-1973
Fellow Craft 11-26-1973
Master Mason 1-14-1975

Scottish Rite 32° 9/7/1974

Knight Commander Court of Honor 10/19/1981

Scottish Rite 33° Inspector General Honorary 11/7/1987

Venerable Master in 1978

Wise Master in 1981

Commander of Kadosh in 1985

Master of Kadosh in 1977

DeMolay Legion of Honor 4-23-1978

Personal Representative to the Inspector General 2007-2013

Master of Richland Lodge 1980

